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taken the lesson of Paardeberg to heart, and
they fell back in every direction. They even
abandoned the siege of Mafeking, which under
the resourceful Baden-Powell had resisted
them for 213 days. Steadily the big columns
plodded along, halting for only a few days to
let the railway be repaired. On May 24 the
Vaal was crossed, on the 29th Johannesburg
was occupied after Ian Hamilton had driven
the Boers out of a position on the west of the
town. A couple of days' rest was given to the
troops and then the advance was continued;
on June 5 the British Army marched into Pre-
toria. President Kruger with his Government
and with all the money he could collect had
already escaped in the direction of Delagoa
Bay.
The occupation of Pretoria, like the occupa-
tion of Bloemfontein, had an undoubted effect
on the spirit of the Boers. Leaders complained
that the President had deserted them; farmers
wanted to get back to their homes; the big
array of British forces struck them with dis-
may. Louis Botha, who had been Acting-Com-
mandant of all the Transvaal forces since the
death of Joubert in April, went so far as to
arrange a meeting with Roberts. Nearly two
years of destructive warfare might have been
saved, had not De Wet again intervened.
The crafty free-lance had not been caught
by the advancing lines of the British. There
were big meshes in the net through which
anyone could slip back southward. As Roberts
moved towards Pretoria the long line of com-.